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CHIEF KEMLY: Today's date is December 

12, 2001. The time is 1515. This is 

Battalion Chief Ronald Kemly of the Fire 

Department of the City of New York. I'm 

conducting an interview with the following 

individual: Michael Palone, fireman first 
grade, Engine Company 24 of the Fire 

Department of the City of New York. The 

interview is taking place in the office of 

Engine Company 5 regarding the events of 

September 11th, 2001. 

Q. Fireman Palone, please tell me what 
happened in your own words on September 11th, 
2001. 

A. On September 11th after the two planes 
hit the World Trade Center, I heard about the 
recall over the phone and headed into the city. 
When I arrived at the firehouse, a bunch of guys 
were getting into Captain Variale's pickup truck. 
I grabbed my stuff, jumped in the back of the 
pickup truck and went down Seventh Avenue down to 
the site. 

As we got down to the site, there were 


also two car fires. We tried extinguishing car 
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fires on the way down. We had a problem with the 
water pressure. There was no water pressure out 
of the hydrants. We tried hooking up to a 
pumper, basically trying to put out the car 
fires, not too much success because of the water 
problem. 

We went into World Trade Seven to try 
and get their standpipe system to possibly use 
their water off their tank on the roof. Then 
from there we met a bunch of people outside of 5, 
hooked up with Darren Lebow and Kevin -- what's 
Kevin's last name that used to work there? 

Anyway, I hooked up with a couple of 
guys and went into the basement of five, got 
right next to the collapse, searched for people, 
searched through the cars in the bottom of five, 
couldn't find anybody. I went back up to the 
street level and ended up going around to the 
front of five where 5 Truck, 24 Engine was and 
went up onto the mezzanine into the building 
there and searched through there for a while. We 
were ordered out of there. We came out of there. 

We went back down and hooked up with 


Craig Monahan, I believe, Jeff Anstead, myself, 
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Bobby Beddia and went from where we were on West 
Street under the walkway bridge. That would put 
us in between the two walkway bridges and across 
the pile of rubble into I believe it was the B 

stairway, where they were searching for Ladder 6. 

We hooked up with a guy from rescue who 
was lowering down a civilian and tied the rope 
off from him. A guy from rescue in the top of 
the staircase lowered the civilian down and then 
slid down himself and then went down those 
stairs. 

They were getting the woman Sylvia out, 
basically helped carry her out on the stretcher. 
6 came out somewhere there when we were there. 6 
Truck came out. We were there for a while trying 
to get Battalion Chief Prunty, who was trapped 
under the steel in the bottom of the staircase. 

There were a couple of other companies 
down there; I'm not sure who. We were down there 
for a while until we were ordered off, because 
they were worried about Seven coming down. We 
ended up coming out of there and going off the 
rubble and then over towards the marina, cleaning 


up our eyes and just basically getting ourselves 
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back together until we went back to the 
firehouse. I don't really know times. 

Q. Just a couple quick questions. Darren 
Lebow -- 


A. 5 Truck. 


Q. He was from 5 Truck? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. You operated with him for quite -- 
A Right. When we went down into the 


bottom of five, we got right next to the bottom 
of the collapse, and we were in there pretty 
close. Kevin Anderson was with us. It was me, 
Lebow, Kevin Anderson. 

We basically grabbed any tools we could 
out of a Port Authority suburban that was down 
there. Anything that we thought we could use we 
grabbed and tried to do whatever we could. 

Q. But it was just the three of you at 
that point? 

A. It was the three of us at that point. 
Then when we came back up, we hooked up -- I 
think 5 Truck was there with the captain of 5 and 
the rest of 5 Truck and then hooked up with 


Monahan and Beddia and Anstead and then actually 
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went over to that B stairway. 


Q. You saw 5 and 24's rigs? 
A. Yes. 
Q. Where were they located? 


A. 5's ladder was going up to Five world. 
I believe that was five world, and 24 Engine was 
just behind them. 

Q. On what street? 

A. On West Street. 

Q. When you say the chief ordered you 
out -- you didn't say chief. You said somebody 
ordered you out of the building. 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Do you know who that was? 

A. I think it might have been Blaich. I'm 
not sure. It was a division chief who was 
ordering us out for a while. 

Q. When you said you hooked up with 
Monahan, Beddia and all of those guys, those are 
the members of Engine 24 and Ladder 5, just to 
clarify that? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And the guy from rescue that was going 


down, do you Know what rescue it was? 
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A. I don't know what rescue it was. I 
think it might have been -- I'm not sure. I 
don't know. 

Q. Okay. 

A. He was up above us. He was looking to 
tie the rope off, I tied it off to the banister, 
and Jeff Anstead was with me. He went up to see 
if he could help him, but it was up there and 
everything was a little compromised. He didn't 
know what he was stepping on and everything else. 
It was just a little unstable. 

Q. Okay. If you have nothing else, this 
will conclude the interview. 

A. That's it. 


Q. Okay. Thank you. 


